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USEEC 

GENEVA FOR MTN - AMBASSADOR MCDONALD. ROME FOR AMBASSADOR 
GARDNER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, EEC 
SUBJECT: MTN - CITRUS 

REF: BRUSSELS 12441 

1 . ITALIAN AMBASSADOR EUGENIO PLAJA CALLED AT HIS REQUEST 
JULY 1 1 TO CONVEY TO ME UNDER INSTRUCTIONS ITALIAN GOVERN- 
MENT'S ANSWER TO MY EARLIER APPROACH TO HIM (REFTEL). 

2. HE WAS INSTRUCTED TO SAY THAT THE CITRUS SECTOR IN 
ITALY WAS PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE AND THAT WERE TARIFF 
PROTECTION TO BE REDUCED UNACCEPTABLE SOCIAL PROBLEMS WOULD 
RESULT. MOREOVER, WITHIN THE COMMUNITY AN EFFORT IS 
UNDERWAY TO REDRESS THE IMBALANCE IN FAVOR OF MEDITERRAN - 
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EAN PRODUCTS. IT WOULD BE A FUNDAMENTAL CONTRADICTION 
IN ITALIAN POLICY WERE PROTECTION TO BE FURTHER REDUCED 
ON MEDITERRANEAN PRODUCTS SUCH AS CITRUS WHEN THE LEVEL 
OF PROTECTION ON TEMPERATE PRODUCTS BEHIND VARIABLE 
LEVIES IS FAR GREATER. IN ADDITION THE GOVERNMENT OF ITALY 
CONSIDERED THAT IT HAD MADE A CITRUS CONCESSION AT THE 
TIME OF THE XXIV (6) NEGOTIATIONS AND HAD MADE IT CLEAR 
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THEN THAT THIS WAS AN ADVANCE CONCESSION FOR THE TOKYO 
ROUND. FINALLY, THE REQUESTED CONCESSION ON CITRUS HAD 
TO BE REJECTED BECAUSE IT WOULD FURTHER LESSEN PREFERENCES 
GRANTED OTHER MEDITERRANEAN PRODUCERS AND HAVE A NEGATIVE 
FOREIGN POLICY INFLUENCE IN TERMS OF THE COMMUNITY'S 
GLOBAL MEDITERRANEAN POLICY. 

3. AS FOR PROPOSED ASSISTANCE FROM THE FLORIDA PRODUCERS 
GROUP AND SUNKIST, THAT WAS AN INTERESTING IDEA THAT 
SHOULD BE EXPLORED PRIVATELY. 

4. I REBUTTED THE ARGUMENTS. THEN PLAJA ADDED AS HIS 
PERSONAL VIEWS THE THOUGHT THAT IT MIGHT BE WELL TO EXPLORE 
FURTHER THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ANGLE AND THAT ITALY 
WAS INTERESTED IN OBTAINING FROM ITS COMMUNITY PARTNERS A 
LARGER MARKET PENETRATION PREMIUM FOR ITS CITRUS. I INFER 
THAT IF OTHER COMMUNITY MEMBERS WERE TO GIVE A BIG ENOUGH 
SUBSIDY ITALY MIGHT JUST SEE FIT THEN TO REDUCE TARIFFS 
SOMEWHAT. HINTON 
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